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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 5441 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AS, US, PT, CASC 

SUBJECT: U.S. CITIZENS IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR 

REF: STATE 192094 

1. HAVE INFORMED DFA CONTENTS REFTEL, DFA IS NOW IN- 
VESTIGATING FEASIBILITY OF SENDING CHARTERED AIRCRAFT, RATHER THAN 
SHIP, TO PORTUGUESE TIMOR TO EVACUATE AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS. 

TWO DFA OFFICERS ARE NOW IN DARWIN ATTEMPTING TO CHAR- 
TER A SMALL AIRCRAFT TO TAKE THEM TO TIMOR WHERE THEY 
WILL INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE EVACUATION OF AUSTRALIAN CITI- 
ZENS. 
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